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o TaEar Bcnrcishis — In the Beginning

g

n the beginning, there was no earth, planets, moon, sun,
 stars, or galaxies. There was no universe and no life. Nothing!
‘f“f There was only Hashem, and His Torah.

When the time came to create the world, Hashem looked into His

Torah. Using its letters, He created the world.

The First Day

: t first, there was nothing. Not even air!

5/—,

An illustrated retelling of
the Chumash with Midrash’

SEFER BEREISHIS * PR3 73D

Then Hashem said, “Bereishis — In the beginning” — and

. everything in the entire universe came into existence. Out of

nothing! There was heaven and earth and darkness. But there was

no order. Everything in creation was mixed up with everything else.
Hashem then made light and separated it from the darkness. He called the light “day,”

and the darkness He called “night.” That was the first day of Creation.

\X/hy Beis?

. hydoes Torah and Creation start with the letter “beis” of Bereishis? Shouldn't
}4\/ it have started with the letter “aleph,” the first letter of the Jewish alphabet?
e “Beis” is the first letter in the word “berachah,” the Hebrew word for
“blessing.” This is telling us that Hashem started the world with a blessing.

Another reason is because the number value of “beis” is two. This reminds us that
there are two worlds: this world that we live in, which we can see and touch, and the

other world, Olam Haba, where souls go when they leave this world. That is the world
where Hashem will reward us for the mitzvos we do.

Rabbi Nachman Zakon
Hlustrated by Tova Katz
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Question for Bereishis:

Why did Hashem call the sky “Shamayim™? |

The winner of the question for Rosh Hashanah is: GAVRIEL CHAIM SCHREIBER, Baltimore, MD Ii :
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G-d blessed the seventh day and sanctified it because on it He abstained
from all of His work which G-d created to make (2:3).

Rabbi Akiva then pro-
ceeded to illustrate his re-
sponse, pointing out that we
do not consume raw wheat

What does it mean that Hashem created it “to
make”? Rashi explains that Hashem hastened, so to
speak, “to make” happen on Friday whatever work
He would have done on Shabbos in order to set aside

Shabbos as a day of rest.

Rav Chaim Kanievsky offered an ad-

ditional explanation. The Midrash Tan-
chuma (Tazria #5) relates a fascinating
tale. The Roman general, Turnus Ru-
fus, asked Rabbi Akiva: What is more
beautiful, G-d’s creation or man’s?
Rabbi Akiva responded that man’s
works are nicer than those of Hashem.
Shocked at this answer, Turnus Ru-
fus mocked Rabbi Akiva for this seem-
ingly untenable position, and then
asked, “Why do you circumcise your
sons? Do you think that you can im-
prove upon that which G-d has made?”

“I knew that this lay behind your
first question,” said Rabbi Akiva, “and that was why

'”

I answered you as I did!

Rav Chaim Kanievsky on Chumash compiled by Rabbi Shai Graucher [ A
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Rav Chaim

Kamevslw

kernels, nor do we wear

Rav Chaim Kanievsky

unprocessed fibers, whether plant or

animal. Obviously, said Rabbi Akiva,
Hashem’s intention, as it were, was not
to present us with a fait accompli, but
to give us the tools we need to proper-
ly use the world in which He placed
us. The final product, however, is to
include man’s labor, not merely G-d’s
creation. He therefore also created
man with an orlah, unfinished, to al-
low us to take the final step in refining
even our own bodies.

That, said Rav Chaim, is also the
meaning of asher bara Elokim laasos.

Hashem created the world laasos, to
do, — with the express intention that man do his

part in completing it.

One Motzaei Simchas Torah, a group of
chassidim went to their rebbe, Rav Morde-

chai of Lechovitch.

o HOLD ON TO YOM TOV

Around the Year with Reb Meilech from Rav Elimelech Biderman, written by Yisroel Besser

pure, holy intentions once we return to
the markets and fairs and realities of ev- {,

eryday life?”

“Rebbe,” they cried, “that was such an

elevated Yom Tov. We tasted such close-
ness and deveikus in Hashem. What hap-
pens now? What will be with all those

The Lechovitcher responded with a
vort from Rav Aharon Hagadol of Karlin.
The pasuk says, When you sacrifice a kor-
ban to Hashem, lirtzonchem

i
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gy aue VWHY DID IT HAPPEN?
The Ribnitzer by Rabbi Nachman Seltzer

As achild, Reb Moshe Tabak went for a walk with his
father and the Ribnitzer Rebbe in Viola Park in Mon-
sey when the Rebbe tripped over a pebble and fell. Reb
Moshe, who was still a child, was frightened at seeing
the Rebbe on the ground. His father hastened to help
the Rebbe stand up, but the Rebbe merely smiled at him
from down on the ground and said, “Reb Eliyahu, I still
don’t know why I fell, so how will it help if I get up? If I
don’t know the reason for the fall, I will just fall again!

2\

The Rebbe remained on the
ground for some time — to young
Moshe Tabalk, it felt like an eterni-
ty — and then said, “Now we can
getup.”

It was obvious that he had fig-
ured out the reason for the fall
and was now able to get up.

Reb Moshe Tzvi Berkowitz witnessed a similar inci-
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AND LEGACY OF
RAV CHAIM ZANVIL ABRAMOWITZ
RABBI NACHMAN SELTZER

Give me a minute.”

dent.

continued on page 3

HOLD ON TO YOM TOV

continued from page 1

tizbachuhu, you shall slaughter it
to find favor for yourselves (Vayikra
19:5).

Rav Aharon Hagadol said that
the Torah is addressing us today. If
someone wants to bring a korban
now, when we no longer have a Beis
HaMikdash, do you know how he
can do it? Through
lirtzonchem tizba-
chuhu — by sacrific-
ing his own ratzon!

He can close his
eyes from seeing
something improp-
er, close his mouth
from saying some-
thing improper, or
hold back from doing something
improper. That’s a korban, because
a person is sacrificing his own rat-
zon, his own will!

The Lechovitcher concluded
the vort, then added a thought.

“The Gemara says that the day
on which a person brings a korban
is considered a personal Yom Tov
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Rav Meilech Biderman
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Kiddushin Kiddushin Kiddushin Kiddushin Kiddushin Kiddushin Kiddushin

for him, so there’s your answer.

Go to the markets, go to the
fairs, and next Tuesday, when you
close your eyes from seeing some-
thing inappropriate, there’s your
korban! You have just made it Yom
Tov! Make Yom Tov again and again,
live with the Yom Tov of lirtzonchem
tizbachuhu, and you won’t have to
part from this feeling!”

Shabbos Bereishis

In Shamayim, there is a special
simchah on this week. Rav Shalom
Ber of Lubavitch would quote his
grandfather, the Tzemach Tzedek,
who compared it to the joy of a fa-
ther leading his son to cheder for
the very first time.

Our Father is watching us start

219 T 20 n
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OUR FATHER

IS WATCHING

US START THE
TORAH ANEW,
AND HE IS FILLED
WITH HAPPINESS
AND PRIDE.

the Torah anew, and He is filled
with happiness and pride.

When the aron kodesh is opened
and the Sefer Torah taken out, it is
an eis ratzon; the loftiest tefillos are
said during those moments.

The Pnei Menachem would say
that, similarly, when a bachur takes
his Gemara from the shelf, prepar-
ing for the new zeman, that is a pesi-
chas aron! A Sefer
Torah is being tak-
en out, and it is a
great eis ratzon in

Shamayim.
Shabbos  Bere-
ishis, an entire

nation is starting
anew and, in the
days ahead, the ye-
shivos and kollelim will unroll their
Sifrei Torah to learn, new masechtos
and new sugyos.

It is an eis ratzon, for there is
nothing as precious as the Torah
and no greater joy in heaven than
when Yidden cherish it and hold it
close, ready to immerse themselves
in its holy words! i
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There are some acts of chessed
that provoke such a tumult in Heav-
en that you can practically hear the
footsteps of Mashiach around the
bend...

One such act of chessed hap-
pened to a member of my family
a while back. My eldest daugh-
ter, Shoshana, was on her way
to her special-ed teaching job in
Brooklyn one winter morning and
turned onto the road leading from
the Nassau Expressway to the Belt
Parkway. Apparently, a large pot-
hole had developed, and it caused
one of her tires to be sliced in half.
After her incident, another six or
seven cars hit the same pothole
with the same results.

Stranded on the side of the road
in an unsafe place, she called me
for help. But being far from the
area (and, truthfully, not knowing
how to change a tire, either), I did
not know what to do. I decided to
try Chaverim. Within minutes,
they called back and said that one
of their members was driving in
the area, and he would attempt to
help.

About half an hour later, my
daughter called me with the most

A CHAVER IN NEED

Rays of Hope by Rabbi Chaim Aryeh Zev Ginzberg

uplifting story. A member of
Chaverim named Binyamin (no last
name given) stopped and quickly
changed the tire on my daughter’s
car. The other stranded motorists
expressed out loud to my daughter
that “you Jews are always available
to help each other out.”

HE PROCEEDED TO
CHANGE THE TIRES
ON ALL THE OTHER
STRANDED CARS
IN THAT SPOT.

Then, Binyamin did a most in-
credible thing. He proceeded to
change the tires on all the other
stranded cars in that spot, and that
included people from a wide range
of races and nationalities. When
they wanted to pay him, he refused.
My daughter explained to her new

NEW! ™
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friends that he
belongs to an
organization
called Chaver-
im, whose
members vol- [
unteer their
time and expertise to help people,
for free. (My daughter did hand
them envelopes from Chaverim, in
case they would want to send a do-
nation to the organization to help
defray their costs. They all said they
would gladly do so.)

Then — to underscore the mes-
sage — the following occurred: As
the various folks were getting back
into their cars to return to their
own little worlds, they turned to
my daughter and said, “You Jews
are such special people. It’s surpris-
ing that with people like Benjamin,
your Messiah still has not appeared.
You truly do deserve his coming.”

Let's not underestimate the
great power and influence that a
little chessed can have in arousing
Hashem’s mercy and bringing an
end to all our suffering. After all, it
may truly be said one day that sav-
ing Klal Yisrael is as easy as chang-
ing a flat tire. &1
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RABBI CHAIM ARYEH ZEV GINZBERG

WHY DID IT HAPPEN? contirued from page 2

“One time the Rebbe was walking down the staircase

“Once the Rebbe was back on his feet, I asked him

why he made me wait to help him up.

and he slipped and fell. The Rebbe was lying on the
floor and I wanted to help him up, but the Rebbe waved
me away, saying, ‘Don’t pick me up yet.’

“He remained on the floor for a short time until fi-
nally he said, ‘Now you can pick me up.’

“I didn’t want to get up until I knew why I fell in the
first place. If a person falls, they need to know why it
happened.”

Words to live by. i
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